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Brussels, 19Th December 2006 — Armed with their debit cards, Belgians have set 
a new record on December 16th. One week before Christmas, Banksys, the 
Belgian electronic payment services provider, recorded a yearly total of more 
than one billion transactions, for the first time in our country’s history.   
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Paying by card has become a standard practice for Belgians over the last few 
years. At certain periods like Christmas, New Year or during the winter sales, 
shoppers rely more and more on their debit cards and fast electronic payment 
system to pay for their holiday purchases.  
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It was therefore quite logical to expect the historic record of 1 billion 
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billion transactions, covering all payments and cash withdrawals made using a 
card!  
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This year, Belgium is highly likely to continue the tradition of setting new records 

with a daily forecast of more than 4 million transactions for 23rd December. A 
forecast, which will shatter the old record of 3.9 million transactions achieved on 1st 

July during the summer sales.  
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Banksys
Founded in 1989, Banksys is the result of a merger between the Bancontact and Mister Cash networks. 

Today, Belgium has one of the world’s most advanced electronic fund transfer markets and Banksys 

technology is used in more than thirty countries on six continents. The main mission of Banksys is to 

authorise, secure and guarantee electronic payments in Belgium. Alongside these processing 

activities, Banksys uses its know-how to develop terminals and payment applications Banksys has 

earned a prime mover reputation with revolutionary solutions. Its growing range of payment 

terminals provides new levels of convenience, security, reliability and speed to users across the 

globe. It includes the new XENTA countertop terminal, the C-ZAM/SMASH terminal for retail, C-

ZAM/SPIN terminals for unattended payment and XENTISSIMO, the exciting new mobile 

payment solution for the hospitality sector and businesses on the move. Banksys currently 

employs close to 1,000 people. In 2005, Banksys processed more than 986 million transactions 

within a network used by 120,000 retailers. On 7th December 2006 Banksys was acquired by 

Atos Origin, an international leader in the IT services sector, via its subsidiary Atos Worldline.  


